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þear Mr. Chairman:

I am writing in rfisponse to yaur,&pril l? letter requesting that
Secretary K"ice appear before your Committee priar to th* Memorial Day
recess to testif,i about the Prcsident's 2û03 State af the Union address and
two other subjects.

Your letter stales that rny previons letters have not nnswered the
Commirtee's questions about what Þr. Rice pcrsnnally knows about laow the
intelligence indicating ftår lraq sought uranium f'rcm Âfrica made it ints the
Prcsident's Staæ c¡f the Union address. Ðr. Rice has addresscd this matter
publicïy mäny timss bç{bre, in interviews with the meó,ta and irr fCIr:nal

responses to guesti*ns pcsed durírrg her confinnation as Secretary of $itatç. I
have provided ta y*ur üommittee copies of soffie *f her pricr statements on
this issuc. Enclosed wíth this letter is a capy af fhe re$ponses Ðr" Rice gave
to t"ire questions posed by Senatar Levin an this matter nt the time af her
c:onfirmation in January 20ü5. As you know, there have alsc¡ been at least
lhree sepa;ate and exhar¡stive fbrmal investigatiorrs of this mattnr, each of
which resulted in a detailed report: the July 2tü4'o*Pha$e I" reporf *f the
Senate SeÅer¿ Comrnittee os ln.telligence Õfi îh€ U.S- lnteiligence
Corn"rnunity's Prewar Intelligencc Assessments on lraq; the March 2tû5
reporl of the biparfisau Cornmission on the Intelligence Capabïlities of tlre
United States Regarding lVeapons of Mass Destnlction; and the September
2003 )ainl reporT of th* Þepartment of State dnd ÇïA Inspectors General on
thc Alleged Traqi Attempts to Procure Ura¡rium from Níger.

In addition, because of your coutinuing concerns, I want to take this
apportunity to rcspond once agam to your questions about T)r. Rice's
personal knowledg*, on this matter. Â.s I havc said before,I)r" Rice believed
at thc time af the Prcsident's ?t03 Slate of the Union address thaf the
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statement ccncerring ïraq's efforts to acquire uranium froin Aflicâ wâs
completely credible and backetl by our most autlÌoritetive intelligence
âsse$smont. As you kncw, the tctober 2$CI2 fi¿tional Intelligence Estimats

{NIA) on lraq's Ccntinuing Fragrams for Weapons af Mass ÞestrucTion,
which was drafted by analysts in the intelligence rorrununity at the request
of the $CInato Selcct Committee on Intelligence {SSCI), stated that lraq had
abaut 55ß tons of yellowcake and low-enriched uranium and was
'ovigcrously trying" to procure rnore. The NtÐ cited intelligence reporting
cn lraqi efforts to obtain uranium from Niger, $omalia, and the Ðemocrutic
Republic ofthe Cango as fhe evidence forthis judgment. The NI$'s
reference to Niger was bassd on information received from a liaison service
in ?{}ûl and previously disseminated intelligencs åssessments of this
infolmation. "4.n 

Tr[Ð is the intelligence cûmmunity's most aufhoritåtive
written judgmenf concçrning a national security issue.

"fhe British Government had also publíshed a White Paper on Ïraq's
SflMD in September ?{}CIZ $fäfirrg that "there is intelligen*e that haq has
souglrt fhe supply of significant quanfities of uranium :flrom Ahica," Âfter
the NIff was publishecl, in ûctober 20û? the U"S" governffisnt also rweived
certain dscuments pertaining to aer allegecl h'aq-Niger uraniurR transaction.
Yinal;ly, in November 2Aß2, the French Gcvemmelrthaú alsn atlvised the
Í)epartment rJf 9tâtþ that Srance had infannalion on an Ïraqi atærnpt to buy
uranium from Niger, and that France believed the reporüing was true.

trt was against the backdrop of thi* reporting that The Fresidçnt stated
in his $tate of the llnion speech on January 28,2\t3,that'othe British
Gcvernment has learned that Saddam Husseilr recently sought significant
qüântiti€s of uranir,¡m from ,A.füca." A$ Dr. Rice told Senatar Levi* in
January 2tü5 in connection with her confirmation as Secretary of Staæ, the
StErte ofthe Unian s¡reech was prepåred by rhe President's speechwriters, iu
coordination with other rnembers of the Ðxecutive ßranch. ür. Rice dnes
not know who actualiy authored the words atrorrt lraq's attempts to proçur$
uranium fiorn Africa. She read the speech ancldicl not believe any
infbrmation in it was frlse. As she häs previously explained, her
rmders{anding is that the line in fhe speech was based on the Britisir report
and the National Intelliger:cc ilstimate, and that is how and why it was
included.

Your letter also asks whether Dr. Rice knew about dou'p-ts raised by
the tIA and the Srate Þepartmenf zrbout the infelligence prior fo lrs inclusion
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in the $tate of the Union adclress and her hïew York Tirnes op-ed, published
on January 23,20û3. As she told $enator I",evin in Janualy ?üû5, she does
nct recall ln{elligence Communi{y concerns about the credibility of reports
about ïraq's âttempts tÕ CIbtâin uranium frorn A*'ica either at the tirne of the
Presideät's Cincinnati speech in Octaber 2üA? or the State of the Union
speech. ¡ls the SSCI Repcrt found, "when coordinating the State of the
lJnion. no CLA, analysts ar officials told the National Security Council to
rsrnüve the '16 words' or that there lrye.rp conpern$ about the credibility of
the lraq-Niger tiranium reportirrg"" "A.s Þr. Rice also told Sen.ator Levin in
Ianuary 2ûü5, she dnes not.recall discussing Intelligence Community doubts
about such reports with Directar Tenet prior to the State of the lJnion. She
dces recall dis*ussing with Sleve ï,ladley coneerns the lntelligence
C*marunity had about prnt*cting sourr]€s ané mcthçds regarding reports on
Iraqi attempts îü prâsuïe uranium from Afäca. These conc€.rns wsre
addressed by *itång a lbreign gover"nment service * the British reporf. She
does nct recall any discu*siûn of coneeffits about the credibility cf the
repo,ts.

In short, I)r. Xic* believed the inforrnaticn about tho haq/Africa
uraniurn ¡;srms,çtian wäs completely credible and supported by {hs CIÅ,
when the State cf the Union speech was delivered. I nste that CI.A ïraq
nuclear analysts lalsr coilfirmed to the SStl th*l they also lielievecl at the
tin:e of thc State of ths LJnion that ïraq was probably seeking uranium flom
Áflica. and they cantínued to hokl this belief untii the Ilì.8Å, repcffied, in
March 2ßû3, ghat the ïraqNiger tlocuments wÐre furgeries"

As Dr. Rice al.so advised Senator l,evin in Jarruary 2005, she does not
rccall reacling or recelving the CIA memo of October 7$ü2, in which CIA
expressed cerlain reservatrions about the lraqlAfrica uranium reporting and
asked that a similar litre be removed from the Cineinnati speech. Á,s she has
*rcknowledged publicly befbre, "lcoking baclc, perhaps we shoukl have
r$member*dthat it was taken oul of the Cincinnati speech, We simply
didn't." f)r. Rice was aware <lf the October 2,$t?. NIÐ. ".fhe author"itative
judgment of the intelligence üorïmunity, including five of-the six
intelligence agencies involved, supparted fhe assessment that ïraq was
o'vigorously ïrying" to procure ul'aniunr from Africa and the.iudgmen{ that
ïraq was warking tc reconstitute its nuclear r4'eapons program. The SSCI
reported ihat"CTA,TüA, and ÐOE analysts all said that at the time the MË
was 1Å/ritten, tf:ey agreed lvith the NIÐ assessment thatlirac|was trying to
pro$ure uranium from Altica"" While StatÐ/lN.n expressed an alTernative
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view in on* sentence in an annex to the NTË, the authoritative vierv of the
U,S" intelligence con:munity, also supported by the views of at least Twa

liaison scrviceso was that Traq was attempting to obtain uraniurn from Af¡ica,

Yor¡ have also asked what kind of investigalion Dr. Rice conducted
beforc stating publicly in June 2ü03 that "nr one . . . in our circles" knew
about the problems with the Niger claim. In fact, the exact quote ta which
yr:u rcfer was 't[w"le did not know at the tims * nCI one knew atfhe time, in
our circles * rnaybe sûmsÕne knew down in the bowels of the agency: but na
one in our circles knew that ther* wele doubts and suspicíons that this might
be a {br"gery." As the SSCI noted in its r"epoß, "[als a result sf not obtaining
$re do*uments, CIÄ lraq nuclear analysts continued to report on lraqi efforts
to procure uranium from Af ica and cûntinued to aËprove the use of snch
language in Adminisúation publications and speeclres...Ëven alter abtaining
the forged documents . . . arralysls at botir the CI¡\. and DIA did not examine
{hem carefuily enough to see the obvious pr*blems with the drcuments.
Both agen*i*s r:ontinued tc pub-lish assessmcnts that lmq rnay have been
sceking urar¡ium frcm.A.frir:a" ïn addition, üIA ccntir:ucd to approve the use
af similar language în Administrafian publications and speeches, including
{he Statp of the TJnion." Incleed, as Ðr. Rice infonned $enator Levin in
lanuary 2CIt5, ClA also provided infcrmation eitirrg Iraq's atTernpts to
proûure uraRium fi'r:lrl A*ricå lú the lVhite þIouss fbur day,s befbre the State
çf thç Unian speech.

'I* the extent. that D::. Rice made ather ståæmcnfs in .Iune 2ût3
suggesting that she and other senior govemment cfliciais llrers nat awarc of
serious conceTns about the reporting, she wås unav'lare that the CLA ltaú at
on* point exp-ressed reservations aboul the reporting in connection with the
Presiderú's Cincinnati speer,h. As she explained in an intervier,v in July
?403, she did not know until shortl:y before Steve Hadley hclcl a pres$
conferçncc on this matter on J'uly ?2,7CIû3 that Director Tenet had sent over
to ths l{hite House a set of clearânçe comments that explained why he
wanted the referenc€ öuf of the Cincinnatí speech" As STeve Hadley said at
the tin:e, had he recalled these cümmenTs or his prior conversation with
Ðirsctor Tenet, he worrld have raised the red flag or taken it r:ut. Dr. Rice
has said that she wc¡uld n€ver lvänt ta ssç sornethi:rg in a Presidenîial speech
in wllich lhe Dire*tar of Central intelligence dces not har'ç confidence. .A"s

she has publicly acknowledged befote, in retrospect this line shoulel not have
gnne into the Presidenf's speech because it uras nat of the qualiry that she
exp*cted f<rr such spceches, notwithstandirrg the f¿ct that ít was in the Nlfi.
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For ürat, she accepted full responsibility arrd as Â,ssist¿¡nT to the President fbr
National Security .A.i'fìnirs, she took steps to irnprove tl,e prccess by which
the Statc of the Unicn and other major Presidential speeches are cleared.

Finally, you have not explained in what respect ffiy previous letters
lrave fuiled to addless your questions about leaks of classi{ied inlbrmation
a'nd the sclectioli af private seçtclr advisers as delegates to international
conferençes. Á.lthougli I believe we have responded fuily on these issues, we
would be pleased tc¡ 1ry to address any additional ci¡ncpnls you may have.

Sincerely,

/\,tl ? rJr\tÅÅw 4.'{\s,a¡,*--*II1 il t r" y

Jetfrey T, Ðergner I

Å-ssistant Secretary
Legislative Affairs

il,nelosruc:
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